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"A stunning volume" (Time) and the most magnificent book on the world's trees published in years.

The publication of Remarkable Trees of the World took American audiences by storm. Thomas

Pakenham embarks on a five-year odyssey to most of the temperate and tropical regions of the

world to photograph sixty trees of remarkable personality and presence: Dwarfs, Giants,

Monuments, and Aliens; the lovingly tended midgets of Japan; the enormous strangler from India;

and the 4,700-year "Old Methusalehs." American readers will be fascinated by Pakenham's first

examination of North American trees, including the towering Redwoods of Sequoia and Yosemite,

the gaunt Joshua Trees of Death Valley and the Bristlecone pines discovered in California's White

Mountains. Many of these trees were already famousâ€•champions by girth, height, volume or

ageâ€•while others had never previously been caught by the camera. Pakenham's five-year

odyssey, sweating it out with a 30 pound Linhof camera and tripod, took him to most of the

temperate and many of the tropical regions of the world. Although North American trees dominate

this book, Pakenham also trekked to remote regions in Mexico, all over Europe, parts of Asia

including Japan, northern and southern Africa, Madagascar, Australia and New

Zealand.Remarkable Trees of the World is a lavish work that will be treasured for generations by all

those who marvel at nature. Color photographs throughout
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It was just a couple of weeks ago that I went back to visit some of the wisest friends I know, the



4500+ year old Bristlecone Pine trees in California. I had met them a few years earlier, they had

comforted me after a death in my immediate family by giving me some perspective. A short while

later, I quit my job to travel the world for a couple of years. On that go round, I also visited a grove of

tall trees in Redwood National Park - which had some former world record holders. I thought I had

seen it all. The oldest, tallest, and in 1997, I had visited General Sherman - the largest (In volume).

All of these are noted in the book with glorious photos.Boy, was I wrong. I recently discovered

another tree of distinction, also while in California. A moreton bay fig tree with a crown of 100+ feet,

75 feet tall. Magnificent. I've started to look at registers of trees, and then I found this book.I've

begun to realize there are so many more trees of distinction, and not just the ones he mentions. The

author has helped open up my eyes to seeing the world in another different way. His prose,

descriptions, and inclusion of historical photos makes for an enjoyable read. I like to repeat - "The

true voyage of discovery, is not in going to new places, but in seeing with new eyes." - Proust. The

author has succeeded in having that effect on me.He finds glorious trees in Botswana, Madagascar,

Morocco, South Africa / Japan, Sri Lanka, Turkey / France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Ireland,

Portugal, Spain, Sweden / Canada, USA, Mexico / Australia, and New Zealand.I've had the fortune

of visiting 10 of these countries in my life, but other than what I noted earlier, didn't particularly make

an effort to seek other trees out. I will now.
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